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Jan  51 


DATE-TIME  GROUP 
Local 


cm t _ Not  Reported 


2.  LOCATION 


Stockton,  Calif 


4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

□ Ground-  Vi  *ual 

□ Air- Visual 


□ Ground-Rodar 

□ Air-lntarcapt  Radar 


5.  PHOTOS 


o Yo.  R.ysical 
Specimen 


ITSoliRce 


Civilian 


7.  LENOTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

Not  Reported 

1.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 
1 

9.  COURSE 

n/a 

10.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  OP  SIGMTINO 

11.  COMMENTS 

Object  red  and  green  descended  upon  Naval 

Analysis  of 

supply  depot,  exploding  on  contact  with 

was  Hot  Air 

ground.  Partq  of  residue  which  did  not  bum 
was  sent  to  FBI  labs. 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Woi  Dolloon 

D Probably  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

Q Was  Aireroft 
Cl  Probably  Aireroft 
D Possibly  Aircroft 

D Was  Astronomlcol 
D Probably  Astronomical 

□ Possibly  Astronomlcol 

a Air  Ballpen 

□ Insufficient  Doto  for  Evoluotion 

□ Unknown 
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SUtJICT 


Ihilloon-shaped  Object  Reported  at  Gtockton  Naval  Supply  Annex,  Gtookton,  Calif, 

i T - ir\ci 


1 January  1951 


to  V Cl 


mom  1ICH? 


DArs  i|  April  J?1  COMMiNT  NO  1 


1.  Reference  is  made  to  R&R  of  this  office,  dated  15  Vobrua ry  1951*  for.mcning 
copy  of  letter  dated  12  Tobruary  1951  from  Ool  concerning  subject  matter.  *-T, 


2.  Att  iched  hereto  for  your  additional  information  is  letter  dated  26  Mar  eJi_  1951 
pertaining  to  same  subject. 


1 In  cl 

Ltr  dtd  26  Par  51  fr  5^  OSI 
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V- 
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VUffER  A.  ^ARDIP, 

Colonel,  U3A7 
Air  Provost  Marshal 
Ins£e  ct  o r General ' s Office 
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HEADQUARTERS  UNTIED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE  OF  SPZCLVL  IAVESTIGATIOiS 

Y/AS  KINGTON  25,  D.C. 


7 February  1951 


MEMORANDUM 

SU3JECT:  Balloon- shaped  Object  Reported  at  Stockton  Naval  Supply  Annex, 

Stockton,  California,  1 January  1951* 


A reliable  government  agency  has  furnished  information  to  the 
effect  that  on  1 January  1951,  a red  and  green  balloon- ah aped  object 
reportedly  descended  upon  the  Stockton  Naval  Supply  Depot,  Stockton, 
California.  This  object  exploded  upon  hitting  the  ground,  but  a part  of 
it  remained  to  burn  fiercely  until  extinguished  by  Naval  security  guards. 

The  residue  wa3  recovered  and  hen  been  transmitted  to  the  FBI  laboratory 
for  exanination. 

No  information  concerning  the  origin  of  this  object  is  available 
other  than  the  recovery  of  a baabo  ring  from  the  debris,  v/hich  would  suggest 
tho  possibility  of  tropical  or  oriental  construction.  Additional  information 
will  be  forwarded  upon  receipt.  (B-2) 
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(Unclao3iii3d)  ir.iiGiO'.rtl  SUBJECT:  Etdlooi^Vnayed  imparted  at  Stockton 

Laval  Supply  Annex,  Stockton,  California,  1 January  3.9 pi.  SABOTAGE 

Directorate  of  Intelligence,  Collection  Div,  DociL»anta 

and  Dio semination  Er  8 ^ - 

1 

Counter  Intolli jonce  Div,  Directorate  of  Social  Lt  Col  Barnard/ abl/71776 
Inveaticatione,  The  inspector  Ceneral  U 031-6 


cz  * 

* Jm  » 


1.  The  attacked  ccmurii cation  is  forwarded  as  a ;mttor  of  interest  to 
your  office. 

2.  Tills  information  has  boon  disseoinated  to  G-2,  Ar..\y,  Obi,  and  AEG. 


1 Incl 

J'.?r.!o  dtd  7 Feb  51 
re  above  subject 


GILBERT  R.  LEVI 

Act*  C def.  Counter  Intelligence  Div 
Directorate  of  Special  Investigations 
Tho  Inspector  Conor al 


’Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  Jnf oraation  contained 
hci'oin  has  been  dorivod  frea  so;  vzcz  c.l.in-  than  USA”.  In  accordan 
v/itli  Par  Sb.  Al’.i  203-1,  disscainctioa  of  the  information  contained 
herein  must  not  be  mndo  outside  of  USAF  channel 
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Attached  hereto  for  your  information  is  copy  of  lot  tor  data’  12  February  ly^J  fro:i 
Office  of  Special  Investigations. 
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5D-0SI/STJ/nam 


5D-23-0  . 12  February  1951 

SUBJECT:  (Unclassified)  UNKNOWN  SUBJECT 

Pal loon-shaped  Object  Reported  at  Stockton  Naval 
Supply  Annex,  Stockton,  California,  1 January  1951 
SABOTAGE 


TO:  Commanding  General 

Air  Materiel  Command 
tfright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTN:  VCEP 


1,  The  following  information  is  forwarded  as  n natter  of  interest 
to  your  Headquarters: 


A reliable  government  agency  has  furnished  information  to  the 
effect  that  on  1 January  1951>  » red  and  green  balloon-shaped 
object  reportedly  descended  upon  the  Stockton  Naval  Supoly 
Depot,  Stockton,  California.  This  object  exploded  uoon  hit- 
ting the  ground,  but  a part  of  it  remained  to  turn  fiercely 
until  extinguished  by  Neval  security  guards.  The  residue  was 
recovered  and  hri3  been  transmitted  to  the  FBI  laboratory  for 
examination. 

No  information  crncerning  the  origin  of  this  object  is  available 
other  t'an  the  recovery  of  a bambo  ring  from  the  debris,  which 
would  suggest  the  possibility  of  tropical  or  oriental  construc- 
tion. Additional  information  will  he  forwarded  upon  receipt*  (n-2) 


2.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  information  contained 
herein  has  been  derived  from  sources  other  than  US"F.  In  accordance  with 
Paragraph  8b,  AFR  205-l»  dissemination  of  the  information  contained  herein 
must  not  be  made  outside  of  U3AF  channels. 
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Unclassified  \ 


HEADQUARTERS 

AIR  MATERIEL  COMMAND 

WRIGHT-PAT7ERSON  AIR  FORCE  BASE 
DAYTON,  OHIO 


!£IAXA-la/ JJR/eps 


SUBJECT:  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  (Project  10073)  2 6 rrP 


TO:  Director  of  Intelligence 

ATTH:  Evaluation  Division 

Technical  Capabilities  Branch 
Headquarters  USA? 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 


1,  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  letter  dated 
12  February  195 1>  received  from  5D-0SI,  this  ccssaand,  pertaining  to  the 
subject.  This  natter  has  been  investigated  based  upon  the  information 
presented.  It  va3  found  that  typical  high  altitude  balloons  often  in- 
corporate an  explosive  cap  for  the  purpose  of  disconnecting  the  u;c*chan- 
ical  equipment  used  with  the  balloons  at  a predetermined  altitude. 
Malfunctioning  of  the  electrical  circuit  nay  explain  the  explosion  ex- 
plained in  the  Inclosed  letter. 


2.  The  personnel  connected  with  high  altitude  and  weather  research 
at  thi3  command  have  r.o  knowledge  of  any  bamboo  rings  on  the  various 
types  of  balloons  now  in  use. 


3.  It  is  requested  that  action  be  taken  to  obtain  additional  de- 
tails on  this  incident  and  thi3  conraand  be  adviced  accordingly. 


FOR  THB  COHMAMDIHO  GENERAL: 
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(Unclassified)  UNIC.UCI  SUBJECT*  Balloon-shaped  Ohjoct  Reoorted  at  Stockton 
Naval  Supply  Annex,  Stockton,  California,  1 January  1951  ~ SABOTAGE 

Directorate  of  Intelligence,  Collection  Div.  2 ]_  i/:AR 

Documents  and  Dissemination  Branch 

Counter  Intelligence  Division,  Directorate  of  Lt  Col  Dnrn*rd/l:i/53623 

Special  Investigations,  The  Inspector  General  AFC 31-6 

1*  Reference  is  node  to  R!cR  dated  C F cbru ary  1951  in  the  above  captioned  ratter. 

2.  The  FBI  has  advised  that  a laboratory  examination  of  the  evidence  submitted 
refloct3  that  the  "balloon— shaped"  object  t/as  probably  a home-made  "hot  air"  ballcrsi. 
No  fingerprints  of  value  for  comparison  purposes  t.ere  found  on  the  bamboo  ring  tond 
not'aing  of  particular  significance  was  noted  uith  respect  to  the  wires  and  other 
materials  of  construction  which  would  suggest  a possible  source  for  these  materials. 

t 

3*  The  Air  Material  Corjaand  line  teen  informed  of  this  matter* 


GIL33RT  fl*  LOT 
Actg  Chief,  Counter  Intel  Div. 
Dir*  of  Special  Investigations 
5he  Inspector  General 
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Dept  of  tie  Air  Force,  Hq  TJSAF,  Washington  2 5,  D.C. 
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TO:  Commanding  General,  Air  Materiel  Command,  Wright-P  utter  son  Air 

Fcrco  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio,  ATTN:  Chief,  Intelligence  Department 


Technical  Capabilities  Branch  v.as  informed  by  Office  of  Special 
Investigation  that  the  residue  froa  the  burrdng  balloon  has  been 
examined  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation.  A laboratory  anal- 
ysis of  this  residue  will  be  made.  Conclusions  of  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  vrill  bo  forwarded  to  your  comnond  v-hen  available. 
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Balloon-s ' :a  j <jd  ( ijicb  itoportad  at 
Stockton  I Java!  Supply  2inj::,  boo’:  boa, 
1 January  1991 
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C01. . .andiiij  General 
Mr  l a to  riel  Co  _iand 
IVight-Pattorscn  Air  *'orco 
hapten,  Ohio 
AT  Al:  l.:C2P 


haso 


1.  Koforenca  is  j;:ade  bo  lot, or,  tide  offic  d:.tod  12  ebb- 
ruary  1993 , file  5d  26-0,  subject  as  above . 


2.  ‘Xho  follow?.  ;ig  additional  Infer  abion  is  iV.r  •.■j  . rv  a 
j abber  of  interest  to  your  headquarters: 

"1.  On  1 January  1951  a rod  and  groan  bulloon- 
e hup ad  object  reportedly  descended  upon  tho  Stockton 
I .’aval  Supply  nepot,  Stockton,  California.  ibis  object 
'e::plcdeu*»  upon  liitting  tho  'ground  and  almost  dls'.i- 
tergrateu,  but  a part  of  it  re  ainod  bo  ourn  fiercely 
until  extinguished  ay  USD  guards,  die  residue  and 
otlior  evidence  of  the  ’balloon1  was  forwarded  «o  the 
Ril  laboratory. 

"2.  'Dio  federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  has  ad- 
vieed  that  examination  of  the  ovldonca  suurj&t-ed  re- 
flects that  the  object  was  probably  a ho:  e-nado  'hot 
air'  balloon.  1.0  fingerprints  of  value  for  cor;, ari- 
sen purposes  ;.uro  found  on  tlio  bnnboo  ri n£ , which  vras 
ni»ong  bha  debris  recovered,  and  nothing  of  particular 
significance  was  noted  with  respect  bo  the  wires  and 
other  jnatorials  of  construe  tic.  1 which  would  sue;  as  t a 
possible  source  for  tfcoso  ;aa  burials . " 

9.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  Shat  ioforw  t4  o . • c taiued 
herein  has  beer,  derived  fron  screes  ot  ier  than  in  accor  .co  w i . 

paragraph  b'b,  A fit  209-1,  d'.sse  inaticn  of  die  in  far.,*  felon  conbedued  here- 
in iaist  not  bo  r.'ade  outside  of  USAF  channels* 
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Col  >nol,  USA 
district  Co dor 
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